somehow an overall absence of coordination. One is left with the feeling that each worker has his own marker system for which modest or sometimes quite lavish claims are made, but there is no coordinated attempt to validate promising new systems. Similarly, the roles of CEA and AFP as tumour markers are now fairly well defined and these are considered in a number of different chapters. I did not feel, regrettably, that I had learned anything very new about them from this volume. It would have been useful to have had an overview for either each tumour type or for each marker.
A compendium of statements of the development of a series of tumour markers is undoubtedly quite useful, especially for those working in the field. It is harder for someone with a peripheral interest to find their way around this volume, since the chapters are mostly too detailed to be read for interest alone and not coordinated enough to give an overall picture. It is perhaps something of a commentary on the state of the field, however, that it does not seem to matter too much that the conference was held 3 years ago. Some of the chapters dealing with general aspects and concepts such as that on the selection of patients, are at best irrelevant. If such chapters and the 28 + pages of references are removed, there is not much left that is not available in many other books which cover the subject in greater detail.
There are now so many books by multiple authors on this subject coming on to the market (very often with many of the same contributors to each) it is paramount that editors should add direction so that the inexperienced are not bewildered by a plethora of apparently conflicting 'truths'.
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